
Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

• WCA  Credentialing 
Path

• Available training 
resources

• Help you get started
• Classroom Mgmt
• Recognition
• Reporting results
• Answer Questions
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Professional Career Path

1 Year = 1600 hours



Sawblade Certificate
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• 1. Student enrolls in 
WCA, (Passport and 
10 free assessment 
credits.) $55 one-time.

• 2. Student passes the 
Skill Standards BASIC 
Measuring and Layout
evaluations.

http://woodworkcareer.org/credential_landing/basic-skills/


Sawblade Certificate
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• 3. Student earns 10 points 
(2 points for each Level 2 
achievement) as follows:
– Level 2 on Jointer – Edge jointing 

1st edge
– Level 2 on Table Saw – Ripping
– Level 2 on Table Saw – Edge 

rabbet/single blade
– Level 2 on Portable Hand Sander 

– Sand solid lumber
– Level 2 on Drill Press – Drill 

holes to specified location and 
depth



Sawblade Certificate
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• 4. Student scores 80% on 
the 40-questionWCA 
Sawblade online test.

• 5. Educator records 
successful assessments 
Points in the WCA Registry, 
which triggers an 
automated notice to WCA.

• 6.  Student receives 
Sawblade Certificate, 
signed by WCA President

http://woodworkcareer.org/?page_id=2454


Green Credential Certificate
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1. Earn 20 More 
Points, for a total of 
30.

2. Record 800 Hours in 
school or at work 
since enrollment in 
WCA Program.

3. Get Pin, Patch, and 
Certificate.



Blue Credential Certificate
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1. Earn 30 More 
Points, for a total of 
60.

2. Record 800 Hours in 
school or at work 
since earning the 
Green Credential, for 
a total 1,600 hours.

3. Pin, Patch, and 
Certificate.



Getting Started - Resources 
for Training & Assessment
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The Learning Plan
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The Learning Plan
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WCA & Modern Cabinetmaking
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• Modern Cabinetmaking Features:
– Terminology
– Step by Step procedures
– Safety Notes & Illustrations
– Working Knowledge
– Green Notes
– Bulleted Summaries
– Test Your Knowledge
– Suggested Activities (Common Core)

• WCA Correlates with textbook
– General Considerations
– Pre-operation checklists
– Actual Standards



Videos: 
www.youtube.com/user/PMolzahn
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Demonstration Checklists



Assessment Materials & Forms
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Measurement Widget
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Sawblade Test Widget
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The Passport 

• Entry point into the 
system

• Candidates must 
purchase prior to 
any assessment

• *Physical record of 
points; REGISTRY 
database is official 
record
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The Registry 

• Entry point into the 
system

• Candidates must 
purchase prior to 
any assessment

• Physical record of 
points; REGISTRY 
database is official 
record
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WCA EDUcation Membership

• EDUcation™ Division Subscription for Schools
– $250 per year – Must have One Instructor Enrolled/Passport Holder
– Benefits easily return the annual subscription cost . . .
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What Does It Cost?
•  “Essentials” donation package

•  $50 coupon from Quickscrews
•  Digital membership at Fine Woodworking and Fine Homebuilding
•  Veneer from Veneer Technologies
•  2 Gals. Glue from Franklin
•  Free Bessey Clamps for first 50 schools to sign up; 40% off for all schools.
•  Product Package from Rockler.com

•  Streamlined Multi-Student Registration Process
•  Certification Program for Students:  Sawblade Certificate

•  10 free credits; $50 value/student for evaluations
•  Online Written knowledge test

•  Access to training & evaluation materials
•  1 tuition-free Accredited Skill Evaluator training per year

Much More – Page 21 of the Evaluator Handbook  . . .
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Assessing students
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Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

TEACHING THE WCA STANDARDS 
GETTING YOUR STUDENTS TO THE: 

“SAW BLADE AWARD”

WHAT !, WHEN !  AND HOW ! 

INCLUDING VIDEO ASSESSMENT



Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

STARTING THE SCHOOL YEAR
SEPTEMBER     The First Week Of School  

• Bulk Passport Order form email to Greg 
• Take and Upload Headshots
• School office places bulk order  
• Class fee($55.00) covers WCA membership 
• School Subscription $250.00   Perkins Funds?   

• Why??   BENEFITS! Real Tools & Materials  

bulk passport order form.jpg
headshot.PNG
bulk passport orders.jpg
subscriptions.jpg
16-17 Essentials Donation package.jpg
https://www.box.com/
https://www.box.com/


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

WEEK 2
TAPE MEASURE SKILL EVALUATIONS 
ASSESSMENT FORMS 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.1.4    IN A PACKET 
WIDGET 1 
WIDGET 4
NOTES
QUIZ  I use MOODLE 

Don’t wait for passports

assessment forms(1).jpg
1.1.1 WCA LAYOUT TAPE MEASURE ASSESMENT FORMS.pdf
TAPE MEASURE widget 1(1).jpg
TAPE MEASURE widget 4.jpg
WCA M_L KNOWLEDGE NOTES.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

WEEK 4
DIAL CALIPER SKILL EVALUATIONS 
ASSESSMENT FORMS  1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4 
WIDGET

1.3.1 WCA LAYOUT CALIPER ASSESMENT FORM (1).pdf
DIAL CALIPER WIDGET.jpg


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

OCTOBER WEEK 6
COMBINATION SQUARE SKILL EVALUATIONS 
ASSESSMENT FORMS  1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3  PACKET 
STUDENTS CREATE WIDGET 
ANGLES
MC Chapter 12
Pages 150-155

SIGN UP FOR BENEFITS 
10/31 DEADLINE 

WCA combination square eval forms.pdf
Combo square angles 1.2.2 _ 1.2 (1).jpg


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

NOVEMBER: RECORDING RESULTS 
KEEP A LIST AS YOU GO 
DO THEM IN BULK
ASSESSMENT CREDITS
USING REGISTRY

registry.jpg


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

FEBRUARY  SEMESTER 2: WEEK 2
JOINTER SKILL EVALUATION  
3.1.2 Edge jointing 1st edge
VIDEO CHECK LIST 
MC Chapter 25
MILLING NOTES 
QUIZ  

jointer video checklist .pdf
WCA MILLING SHAPING NOTES.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

FEBRUARY  WEEK 4
TABLE SAW SKILL EVALUATION 
2.1.1 Ripping
VIDEO CHECK LIST 
EXAMPLE VIDEO 
SAWING NOTES 
MC Chapter 23
PGs 371-378
QUIZ 

WCA LEVEL2 RIPPING EVALUATION VIDEO CHECKLIST.pdf
Ripping Video.mp4
WCA SAWING NOTES.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

MARCH  WEEK 6 
TABLE SAW SKILL EVALUATION 
2.1.4 EDGE RABBET W/ SINGLE BLADE   or 
2.1.5 EDGE RABBET WITH DADO SET 
VIDEO CHECK LIST

WCALEVEL2rabbetsinglebladeEVALUATIONVIDEOCHECKLIST.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

APRIL  WEEK 10  
SANDING FLAT SOLID LUMBER SKILL EVAL 
Assessment form
I DON’T DO A VIDEO

EXAMPLE PRODUCT 
MC Chapter 29 & 30 
NOTES 
QUIZ  

7.4.1 sanding flat solid lumber.pdf
SANDING skill pic.jpg


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

APRIL  WEEK 11  
LUMBER & MILLWORK KNOWLEDGE 
MAKE SURE TO REVIEW THIS TOPIC FOR THE SAW BLADE QUIZ 
MC Chapter 14
NOTES 
QUIZ  

WCAnoteslumbersanding.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

APRIL  WEEK 12 
BORING SKILL EVALUATION
6.1.1 Drill holes to specified location and depth
MAKE VIDEO CHECK LIST 
NOTES 
MC Chapter 27
QUIZ 

DrillPressDemonstrationchecklist.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

MAY  WEEK 12 
RECORD FINAL RESULTS 
HANDOUT PASSPORTS

SET STUDENTS UP FOR 
ONLINE QUIZ LOGIN

WCA PASSPORT NUMBER

sawblade quiz location.jpg
PASSPORT NUMBER.jpg


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

MAY  WEEK 14 
CONFIRM QUIZ RESULTS 

PROJECT WORK DEADLINE

SHOP SHUTDOWN 

ANNUAL STUDENT
MAINTENANCE



Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

SUMMER
REFLECT-REFINE-PREPARE
-GET THE WCA TEACHER CHECK LIST  
-GENERATE NEEDS LIST  USE WISH LIST –as year progresses 
-UPDATE COURSE MEDIA    consider google classroom
- MAINTAIN, REPAIR, IMPROVE facilities
-ORDER SUPPLIES 
-MAKE PACKETS  ---switching to google forms

!Step-By-Step Checklist rev. 2.pdf


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

SCAN THE QR CODE OR EMAIL FOR A LINK TO MY 
PRESENTATION MATERIALS

christensenb@westosha.k12.wi.us

I will share my video checklists, notes, or anything else on 
request.

mailto:christen@westosha.k12.wi.us


Tools for Teaching and Evaluating 
the WCA Standards

PATRICK MOLZAHN
WCA 

Scan the QR code or 
EMAIL FOR A LINK TO MY PRESENTATION 
christen@westosha.k12.wi.us

mailto:christen@westosha.k12.wi.us


Woodwork Career Alliance
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1. Recognize

2. Reward

3. Rejoice



Awards Celebration
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• 1.  Award the Certificates 
in a public ceremony.

• 2.  Be SURE your 
administrators and 
guidance counselors get 
the good news

• 3.  Share the names and 
pictures with the local 
newspaper and parents.

• 4. Share news with WCA.



Help Build Our Library of Resources

42



Summary & Questions

• WCA  
Credentialing Path

• Available training 
resources

• How to get started
• Questions?



WCA Contacts

Patrick Molzahn (WCA Treasurer) 
pmolzahn@madisoncollege.edu

Greg Heuer (WCA Secretary)
gheuer@woodworkcareer.org

Scott Nelson (WCA President)
snelsonwca@gmail.com

mailto:pmolzahn@madisoncollege.edu
mailto:gheuer@woodworkcareer.org
mailto:snelsonwca@gmail.com
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